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Synopsis

From pure fantasy to hard science fiction, this finely crafted offering by one of the greatest science
fiction writers of his generation promises to stretch readers’ minds far beyond ordinary limits.
Nineteen tales from Michael Swanwick’s best short fiction of the past decade are gathered here for
the first time, including the 1999 Hugo Award-nominated "Radiant Doors" and "Wild Minds" and this
year’s winning story, "The Very Pulse of the Machine." The collection also features "The Raggle

Taggle Gypsy-O," written especially for this volume.
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Customer Reviews

Contents of this collection can probably still be found on the site and elsewhere, but here they
come again, with additional information.A User’'s Guide to Michael Swanwick by Bruce Sterling
(foreword).” The Very Pulse of the Machine’ (short story) Asimov’s Feb 1998."The Dead’ (short story)
Starlight 1, ed. by Patrick Nielsen Hayden, 1996.’Scherzo with Tyrannosaur’ (short story) Asimov’s
Jul 1999.’Ancient Engines’ (short story) Asimov’s Feb 1999.’North of Diddy-Wah-Diddy’ (novelette)
Killing Me Softly, ed. Gardner Dozois, 1995." The Mask’ (short story) Asimov’s Apr 1994."Mother
Grasshopper’ (short story) A Geography of Unknown Lands, 1997.'Riding the Giganotosaur’ (short
story) Asimov’s Oct/Nov 1999."Wild Minds’ (short story) Asimov’s May 1998."The Raggle Taggle
Gypsy-O’ (short story).’Microcosmic Dog’ (shory story) Science Fiction Age Nov 1998."In Concert’
(short story) Asimov’s Sep 1992.’Radiant Doors’ (short story) Asimov’s Sep 1998.’Ice Age’ (short
story) Amazing Jan 1984."Walking Out’ (short story) Asimov’s Feb 1995."The Changeling’s Tale’



(short story) Asimov’s Jan 1994.’"Midnight Express’ (short story) Sirens and Other Daemon Lovers,
ed. Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling, 1998." The Wisdom of Old Earth’ (short story) Asimov’s Dec
1997.’Radio Waves’ (short story) Omni Win 1995.There are quite a number of stories here that have
either won an award or were at least nominated. Scherzo with Tyrannosaur is a 2000 Hugo winner.
And The Very Pulse of the Machine is likewise a Hugo winner, but of the year 1999. All those
awards merely state the obvious: Read these tales.
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